INDUCTION CEREMONY


Multiple Candidates





(The Master Squire, Senior Squire and Junior Squire informally retrieve their emblems from the Round Table and return to their stations.





Master Squire:


	Brother Squire Marshal, (Squire Marshal stands) there are friends without who wish to join us in the work of this Order.  You will retire and escort them into our Manor.





(SM retires and, after lining up the friends in single file, escorts them West of the Round Table.)





Squire Marshal:


	Brother Master Squire, I present those who are friends, who wish to become Squires and Brothers.  (Name the candidates or have each candidate say his own name.)





Master Squire:


	My friends, I welcome you to this Manor of the Squires of the Round Table.  We understand that you have come to join us in our work of being better sons, dedicated to Wisdom, Truth and Justice.





(***  Master Squire moves East of the Round Table.  Chaplain leaves his station, and proceeds in a circular manner around the room.  Junior and Senior Squires fall in step behind the Chaplain when he passes their stations.  They proceed to a position directly behind the Master Squire, stop and face West.)





Master Squire:


	We would ask that you now kneel on both knees and place your right hand on our Round Table, say “I”, speak your name, and repeat after me:





Candidates:  I ___ ___





Master Squire:


	In the presence of God / and these witnesses,


	I do promise that / from this time forward


	I will strive to do / that which is right.





	That I will be a better son


	And that I will always / honor my father and mother.





	I promise that I will love and serve God


	That I will serve mankind /to honor Him.





	I promise that I will cherish an education.





	That I will seek to learn, / and learn to improve myself.





	I promise to speak the Truth / to know that which is true,


	To be true to myself / and my brothers.





	I furthermore promise


	To walk the path of Justice / to obey the laws of my country,


	And to strive to respect	 / the rights of others.





	I promise that I will be kind.


	That I will be kind to my parents / and those who love me.


	To my brothers, who will support me; / to my environment,


	And to myself / For through kindness I will know the light


	Of Wisdom / Truth / and Justice.





	So help me God!





You will arise and kiss the Holy Bible.





(Master Squire moves to the West of the Round Table)





Master Squire:


	I extend to you the right hand of a Squire, the right hand as a token of friendship and fidelity as a brother.





(Master Squire shakes the right hand of each new Squire and then is escorted to his station by the Squire Marshal, as the pass the other officers return to their respective stations by way of the South.  Squire Marshal returns to his station.) 





Master Squire:


	I now place you in the protection of the Sir Knight (rises) who guides our way.  He will conduct you on a Quest for the Lessons of Life.  Listen well to your lessons, for they will prove useful in your life as a Squire.





(Master Squire gives one rap * to seat everyone except the new Squires and Sir Knight.  


Sir Knight proceeds to West of the Round Table, then leads the new Squires in single formation to the Junior Squire in the South, going East of the Round Table.)








Sir Knight:


	Brother Junior Squire, (Junior Squire stands) I present these new Squires who seek to know the lesson of the Books of Wisdom.





Junior Squire:


	My Brothers, I welcome you to this station of Life, and place in your keeping these Books of Wisdom.  (Hands books to Sir Knight.)





	In your Quest for the Lessons of Life, you will find them to be of infinite value.  In your home, in your school, in your community and in your daily life, you will discover lessons that will help you grow in mind and spirit.  Learn them well, for a man without an education is a man without Truth.  He who is without Truth, is a man without Hope.  The Truth of the Books within my trust is this:  “A Loving Heart is the Truest Wisdom.”





Seek now the Lesson of Truth from the Senior Squire.





(Sir Knight leads the new Squires to the Senior Squire in the West.


 


Sir Knight:	


	Brother Senior Squire, (Senior Squire stands) I present these new Squires who are on a Quest for the Lessons of Life.





Senior Squire:


	I welcome you to this station in your Journey of Life, and place in your keeping the Sword of Truth.   (Hands sword to Sir Knight)





	Your parents have led you in the paths of Truth throughout your life, so you should be well aware of the power this sword commands.  The Bible tells us that ‘Truth shall make you free,’ and advises that ‘to thine own self be true.’  Through Truth you will gain Courage.  Through Truth you will show Wisdom.  Truth and Honesty will give you Strength.  May the Sword of Truth become your greatest shield.





	Continue now in your Quest through the Lesson of Justice.





(Sir Knight leads the new Squires to the Master Squire in the East.)





Sir Knight:


	Brother Master Squire, (Master Squire stands) I present these brothers who have the Books of Wisdom and the Sword of Truth.  They now seek the Lesson of Justice.


Master Squire:


	My Brothers, as the leader of this round Table, I was given the Gavel of Authority.  I now present it to you as a token of your power as a member of this Manor.





(Steps down and gives gavel to Sir Knight and returns to East via the North.)





  I was told to use it with Wisdom, to use it for Truth, and to use it to be Just, Honest, and Fair.  It is said that Justice is blind, yet leadership must never be blind.  Because Wisdom comes from Knowledge, and Truth is the great Protector.  Leadership is the result of combining these great powers with the Honesty of Justice.  An enlightened mind provides a truthful Justice.





(Sir Knight leads the new Squires back to the West of the Round Table.)





Sir Knight:


	My Brothers, your journey is over, but your Quest is not completed.  You have found Wisdom, Truth and Justice.


	Wisdom is gained…  (places books on Round Table)


	Justice is served… (places gavel on Round Table)


	But Truth is eternal…  (raises sword with right arm extended upward)


	It NEVER changes!


	Seek, then, to know that which is True, for only then will you find the meaning of the Lessons of Life.





	My Brothers, you will kneel on both knees.





(Touches first Squire on right shoulder with the sword…saying


	With the Power of the Books of Wisdom…


(Touches the left shoulder with the sword saying:


	And the Authority of Justice…


(Touches the top of the head lightly, saying


	And with this Sword of Truth…


(Repeats motions and the words with each new Squire)





I now proclaim you to be members of the Order of the Squires of the Round Table.	Arise Young Squires!!!





(Sir Knight replaces the sword on the Round Table.  He then leads the new Squires to a seat on the sidelines and returns to his station.  If desired the Master Squire may declare a recess for the purpose of greeting the new brothers.  One rap * brings the Manor back to order.)





Master Squire:  I now declare this Induction Ceremony Closed.   (*)


INDUCTION CEREMONY


Single Candidate





(The Master Squire, Senior Squire and Junior Squire informally retrieve their emblems from the Round Table and return to their stations.





Master Squire:


	Brother Squire Marshal, (Squire Marshal stands) there is a friend without who wishes to join us in the work of this Order.  You will retire and escort him into our Manor.





(SM retires and, after instructing the friend to follow him in single file, escorts him West of the Round Table.)





Squire Marshal:


	Brother Master Squire, I present he who is a friend, who wishes to become a Squire and Brother.  (Name the candidate.)





Master Squire:


	My friend, I welcome you to this Manor of the Squires of the Round Table.  We understand that you have come to join us in our work of being better sons, dedicated to Wisdom, Truth and Justice.





(*** Master Squire moves East of the Round Table.  Chaplain leaves his station, and proceeds in a circular manner around the room.  Junior and Senior Squires fall in step behind the Chaplain when he passes their stations.  They proceed to a position directly behind the Master Squire, stop and face West.)





Master Squire:


	We would ask that you now kneel at our Round Table.  You will kneel on both knees, say “I”, speak your name, and repeat after me:





Candidate:  I ___ ___





Master Squire:


	In the presence of God / and these witnesses,


	I do promise that / from this time forward


	I will strive to do / that which is right.





	That I will be a better son


	And that I will always / honor my father and mother.





	I promise that I will love and serve God.


	That I will serve mankind /to honor Him.





	I promise that I will cherish an education.





	That I will seek to learn, / and learn to improve myself.





	I promise to speak the Truth / to know that which is true,


	To be true to myself / and my brothers.





	I furthermore promise


	To walk the path of Justice / to obey the laws of my country,


	And to strive to respect	 / the rights of others.





	I promise that I will be kind.


	That I will be kind to my parents / and those who love me.


	To my brothers, who will support me; / to my environment,


	And to myself / For through kindness I will know the light


	Of Wisdom / Truth / and Justice.





	So help me God!





You will arise and kiss the Holy Bible.





(Master Squire moves to the West of the Round Table)





Master Squire:


	I extend to you the right hand of a Squire; the right hand as a token of friendship and fidelity as a brother.





(Master Squire shakes the right hand of the new Squire and then is escorted to his station by the Squire Marshal, as they pass, the other officers return to their respective stations by way of the South.  Squire Marshal returns to his station.) 





Master Squire:


	I now place you in the protection of the Sir Knight (rises) who guides our way.  He will conduct you on a Quest for the Lessons of Life.  Listen well to your lessons, for they will prove useful in your life as a Squire.





(Master Squire gives one rap * to seat everyone except the new Squire and Sir Knight.


Sir Knight proceeds to West of the Round Table, asks the candidates to follow him in single file and the new Squire to the Junior Squire in the South, going East of the Round Table.)








Sir Knight:


	Brother Junior Squire, (Junior Squire stands) I present this new Squire who seek to know the lesson of the Books of Wisdom.





Junior Squire:


	My Brother, I welcome l you to this station of Life, and place in your keeping these Books of Wisdom.  (Hands books to Sir Knight.)





	In your Quest for the Lessons of Life, you will find them to be of infinite value.  In your home, in your school, in your community and in your daily life, you will discover lessons that will help you grow in mind and spirit.  Learn them well, for a man without an education is a man without Truth.  He who is without Truth, is a man without Hope.  The Truth of the Books within my trust is this:  “A Loving Heart is the Truest Wisdom.”





Seek now the Lesson of Truth from the Senior Squire.





(Sir Knight leads the new Squire to the Senior Squire in the West)





Sir Knight:	


	Brother Senior Squire, (Senior Squire stands) I present this new Squire who is on a Quest for the Lessons of Life.





Senior Squire:


	I welcome you to this station in your Journey of Life, and place in your keeping the Sword of Truth.  (Hands sword to Sir Knight.)





	Your parents have led you in the paths of Truth throughout your life, so you should be well aware of the power this sword commands.  The Bible tells us that ‘Truth shall make you free,’ and advises that ‘to thine own self be true.’  Through Truth you will gain Courage.  Through Truth you will show Wisdom.  Truth and Honesty will give you Strength.  May the Sword of Truth become your greatest shield.





	Continue now in your Quest through the Lesson of Justice.





(Sir Knight leads the new Squire to the Master Squire in the East.





Sir Knight:


	Brother Master Squire, (Master Squire stands) I present this brother who has the Books of Wisdom and the Sword of Truth.  He now seeks the Lesson of Justice.





Master Squire:


	My Brother, as the leader of this Round Table, I was given the Gavel of Authority.  I now present it to you as a token of your power as a member of this Manor.  





(Steps down and gives gavel to the Sir Knight and returns to East via the North)





 I was told to use it with Wisdom, to use it for Truth, and to use it to be Just, Honest, and Fair.  It is said that Justice is blind, yet leadership must never be blind.  Because Wisdom comes from Knowledge, and Truth is the great Protector.  Leadership is the result of combining these great powers with the Honesty of Justice.  An enlightened mind provides a truthful Justice.





(Sir Knight leads the new Squire back to the West of the Round Table)





Sir Knight:


	My Brother, your journey is over, but your Quest is not completed.  You have found Wisdom, Truth and Justice.


	Wisdom is gained  (places books on Round Table)


	Justice is served (places gavel on Round Table)


	But Truth is eternal  (raises sword with right arm extended upward)


	It NEVER changes!


	Seek, then, to know that which is True, for only then will you find the meaning of the Lessons of Life.





	My Brother, you will kneel on both knees.





(Touches the Squire on right shoulder with the sword…saying


	With the Power of the Books of Wisdom…


(Touches the left shoulder with the sword saying:


	And the Authority of Justice…


(Touches the top of the head lightly, saying


	And with this Sword of Truth…





I now proclaim you to be a member of the Order of the Squires of the Round Table.	Arise Young Squire!!!





(Sir Knight replaces the sword on the Round Table.  He then leads the new Squire to a seat on the sidelines and returns to his station.  If desired the Master Squire may declare a recess for the purpose of greeting the new brother.  One rap * brings the Manor back to order.)





Master Squire:  I now declare this Induction Ceremony Closed (*).


	


We would ask that you now kneel at our Round Table.  


You will kneel on both knees, say “I”, speak your name, 


and repeat after me:





Candidates:  I ___ ___





	In the presence of God / and these witnesses,


	I do promise that / from this time forward


	I will strive to do / that which is right.





	That I will be a better son


	And that I will always / honor my father and mother.





	I promise that I will love and serve God


	That I will serve mankind /to honor Him.





	I promise that I will cherish an education.





	That I will seek to learn, / and learn to improve myself.





	I promise to speak the Truth / to know that which is true,


	To be true to myself / and my brothers.





	I furthermore promise


	To walk the path of Justice / to obey the laws of my country,


	And to strive to respect	 / the rights of others.





	I promise that I will be kind.


	That I will be kind to my parents / and those who love me.


	To my brothers, who will support me; / to my environment,


	And to myself / For through kindness I will know the light


	Of Wisdom / Truth / and Justice.





	So help me God!





You will arise and kiss the Holy Bible.





I extend to you the right hand of a Squire, 


the right hand as a token of friendship and fidelity as a Brother.
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